Female poor responders.
Female poor responders are represented by normovulatory women showing a 'gonadal failure' in term of inadequate number of recruited follicles under conventional controlled ovarian hyperstimulation (COH) for assisted reproductive technologies (ART). ARTs offers today a high chance of pregnancy to infertile couples when a normal ovarian response provides a large choice of embryos for transfer. On the contrary, failure of the ovary to produce enough oocyte for treatment, reduces significantly the likelihood of conceiving in ART, not only in the treatment cycle, but also predicting a poor prognosis in subsequent cycles. Up to date, poor response remains one of the most frequent problems in the field of assisted reproduction. First described in 1981, poor response has been investigated by several authors, but many aspects are still controversial. In this paper definition, pathophysiology and management of poor response are revised and discussed.